26-27 July
Transatlantic telephone. After other speeches, the King was
invited to unveil the memorial. He began his speech in French,
and then, in English, he spoke of the sacrifice of the Canadian
armies, and concluded:
"By a gesture which all can understand, the soldiers especially,
the laws of France have decreed that here Canada shall stand for
ever. We raise this memorial to Canadian warriors. It is the
inspired impression in stone, chiselled by a skilful Canadian
hand, of Canada's salute to her fallen sons. It marks the scene
of feats of arms which history will long remember, and Canada
can never forget. And the ground it covers is the gift of France to
Canada. All the world over there are battlefields, the names of
which are written indelibly on the pages of our troubled human
story. It is one of the consolations which time brings that
deeds of valour done on those battlefields long survive the
quarrels which drove the opposing hosts to conflict.
"Vimy will be one such name. Already the scars of war have
well-nigh vanished from the fair landscape spread before us.
Around us here to-day there is peace and the rebuilding of
hope. And so also, in dedicating this memorial to our fallen
comrades, our thoughts turn rather to the splendour of their
sacrifice and to the consecration of our love for them, than to
the cannonade which beat upon its ridges a score of years ago.
"In that spirit, in the spirit of thankfulness for their example,
of reverence for their devotion, and of pride in their comradeship,
I unveil this memorial to Canada's dead."
"Last Post" was sounded, and the two minutes' silence was
observed. Then, after the reveille, the President of the French
Republic spoke. After the ceremony the King passed down the
ranks of spectators and spoke to many of them. He returned to
England by air in the evening.
the sculptor's cigars
The Superintendent of Ancient Monuments in Vienna has
decided that the statues in the Freyung Square do not need
renovation, and so von Schwanthaler's cigars will remain where
they are. The expert opinion, however, is that the interior of a
bronze statue in a public square in summer is so hot that the
Havana leaf would have crumbled long ago.
Monday 27	an explosion at massawa
An official communiqud in Rome states that there was an ex-
plosion at a munitions dump near Massawa, in Eritrea. The
explosion was caused by spontaneous combustion caused by the
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